IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A golf ball comprising: 

a body comprising a spherical outer surface having a first shape, first 
diameter, and first hardness which cooperatively cause the golf ball to have a first 
performance characteristic; 

at least a portion of the spherical outer surface comprising a material that 
changes from at least one of the first shape, first diameter, and first hardness upon being 
immersed in water continuously for a time period less than one hundred eighty days so that 
the golf ball has a second performance characteristic that is different than the first 
performance characteristic, 

said portion of the spherical outer surface maintaining the at least one of the 
first shape, first diameter, and first hardness upon b e ing imm e rs e d i n water continuous l y 
for a tim e p e r i od of at l east two days such that th e r e i s no diff e rence the golf ball does not 
undergo a change from the first performance characteristic that is d e tectable by a go l fer 
by strik i ng th e golf ba ll w i th a golf c l ub with the golf ball exposed to water for the duration 
of a round of golf, 

a difference between the first and second performance characteristic being 
dcte rtabl " hy a g" l far h y striking the g"if h«n w i th a golf club such that th e golf ball with the 
second performance characteristic is not practically usable to plav golf with. 

2. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 1 wherein the spherical 
outer surface has a plurality of dimples formed thereon. 
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3. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 1 wherein the body 
comprises a core and a cover layer around the core and defining the spherical outer 
surface. 

4. (Currently amended) The golf ball according to claim 1[[,]] wherein the 
spherical outer surface has a radial dimension and the cover layer has a radial thickness 
that is not greater than one-third the radial dimension of the spherical outer surface. 

5. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 1 wherein the material 
defines the entire spherical outer surface. 

6. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 1 wherein the material 
defines less than the entire spherical outer surface. 

7. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 1 wherein the material 
comprises a polymer. 

8. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 1 wherein the time period 
is less than thirty days. 

9. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 1 , wherein the material 
changes from the at least one of the first shape, first diameter, and first hardness by 
melting. 
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10. (Currently amended) A golf ball comprising: 
a body comprising a spherical outer surface, 

the golf ball having a normal state in which the golf ball has a first 
performance characteristic, 

the body comprising a material that changes from a first state with the golf 
ball in the normal state into a second state as an incident of the golf ball being immersed 
in water continuously for a time period less than one hundred eighty days, 

the material in the second state causing the golf ball to have a second 
performance characteristic that is different than the first performance characteristic such 
that the golf ball with the second performance characteristic is not practically usable to plav 
golf with . 

the material maintaining the first state upon being i mm e rs e d in exposed to 
water cont i nuously for a tim e p e riod of at le ast two days such that th e r e i s no differ e nce 
from th e first p e rformanc e charact e rist i c that is d e t e ctab le by a go l f e r by strik i ng th e go l f 
bal l with a go l f club, 

a d i ff e renc e b e tw ee n th e f i rst and s e cond p e rformanc e characteristic b ei ng 

d e t e ctab l e by a go l f e r by striking th e golf ba l l w i th a go l f c l ub for the duration of a round 
of golf . 

11. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 10 wherein the material 
changes from the first state into the second state by melting. 
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12. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 1 1 wherein the spherical 
outer surface has a plurality of dimples formed thereon. 

13. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 10 wherein the body 
comprises a core and a cover layer around the core and defining the spherical outer 
surface. 

14. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 13 wherein the spherical 
outer surface has a radial dimension and the cover layer has a radial dimension that is not 
greater than one-third the radial dimension of the spherical outer surface. 

15. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 13 wherein the material 
defines the entire spherical outer surface. 

16. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 13 wherein the material 
defines less than the entire spherical outer surface. 

17. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 10 wherein the material 
comprises a polymer. 

18. (Canceled) 

1 9. (Currently amended) A golf ball comprising: 
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a body comprising a spherical outer surface, 

the golf ball having a normal state in which the golf ball has a first 
performance characteristic, 

the body comprising a material that changes from a first stage state with the 
golf ball in the normal state into a second state as, an incident of the golf ball being 
immersed in water continuously for a time period gr e at e r than two days and less than one 
hundred eighty days, 

the golf ball maintaining the first performance characteristic for at l est two 
days wh il e i mmersed in water with the golf ball exposed to water for the du ration of a 
round of golf. 

the material in the second state causing the golf ball to have a second 
performance characteristic that is d e t e ctable to be different than the first performance 
characteristic by a go l f e r by strik i ng th e go l f bal l to the point that the golf ball with the 
second performance characteristic is not practically usable to plav golf with. 

wherein the body comprises a core and a cover layer around the core and 
the core comprises the material. 

20. (Previously presented) A golf ball comprising: 
a body comprising a spherical outer surface, 

the golf ball having a normal state in which the golf ball has a first 
performance characteristic, 
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the body comprising a material that changes from a first stage with the golf 
ball in the normal state into a second state as an incident of the golf ball being immersed 
in water continuously for a time period less than one hundred eighty days, 

the material in the second state causing the golf ball to have a second 
performance characteristic that is different than the first performance characteristic, 

wherein the body comprises a core and a cover layer with an outer surface 
and further comprising a capillary communication from the outer surface to the core. 

21 . (Original) The golf ball according to claim 20 wherein the capillary has 
a degradable material therein. 

22. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 20 wherein the core 
comprises the material and the capillary communicates from the outer surface to the 
material. 

23. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 22 wherein the material 
defines only a portion of the core. 

24. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 23 wherein the core has a 
center and the portion of the core is at the center of the core. 

25. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 23 wherein the core has a 
center and the portion of the core is spaced from the center of the core. 
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26. (Previously presented) A golf ball comprising: 

a body comprising a core and a cover layer with an outer surface, 

the body comprising at least one capillary communicating from the outer 

surface of the cover layer through the cover layer to the core, 

wherein the at least one capillary has a material filling at least a part of the 

at least one capillary in the cover layer with a material that is different than a material 

defining the cover layer. 

27. (Original) The golf ball according to claim 26 wherein the core 
comprises a hollow portion in communication with the at least one capillary. 

28. (Currently amended) A golf ball comprising: 

a body comprising a core and a cover layer with an outer surface, 
the cover layer defined by a first material, 

the body comprising at least one capillary communicating from the outer 
surface of the cover layer to the core, 

wherein the capillary is at least partially filled with a second material that is 
different than the first material and changes from a first stage state into a second state as 
an incident of the ball being immersed in water continuously for a time period that is gteatef 
t han two days and less than one hundred eighty days. 

29. (Currently amended) A golf ball comprising: 
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a body comprising a core and a cover layer with an outer surface, 
the cover layer defined by a first material, 

the body comprising at least one capillary communicating from the outer 
surface of the cover layer to the core, 

wherein the golf ball has a normal state in which the golf has a first 
performance characteristic, the core comprises a portion in communication with the at least 
one capillary that comprises a second material that changes from a first state with the golf 
ball in the normal state into a second state as an incident of the gal gojf ball being 
immersed in water continuously for a time period that is gr e at e r than two days and less 
than one hundred eighty days, 

the second material in the second state causing the golf ball to have a 
second performance characteristic that is different than the first performance characteristic. 

30. (Withdrawn) A method of playing golf, said method comprising the 

steps of: 

providing a golf ball having a normal state wherein the golf ball has a first 
performance characteristic and a second state resulting from immersion of the golf ball in 
water for a time period less than one hundred eighty days in which the golf ball has a 
second performance characteristic that is different than the first performance characteristic; 

striking the golf ball into an accumulation of water using a golf club; and 
allowing the ball to remain immersed in the accumulation of water sufficiently 
that the golf ball is caused by the water to be changed from the first state into the second 
state. 
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31. (Withdrawn) The golf ball according to claim 30 wherein the time 
period is less than thirty days. 
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